
Peasant Uprising of Patharughat-1894
The 1894 revolt of Patharughat is one of the most 

significant event in the history of Indian nationalism. 
This revolt resulted from peasants’ protest against the 
enhancement of land tax.

By the end of the 19th century, the British Government 
succeeded in establishing a plantation economy in Assam 
to a great extent. A tax policy was framed with a dual 
strategy to increase the public revenue resources as well as 
to squeeze the peasantry so much that they would be forced 
to give up their traditional occupation and join the labour 
market. Between 1826 and 1893, the land revenue rates were 
enhanced several times, crippling the peasant economy. 
Thus, socio-economic changes brought about during the 
colonial rule led to the complete breakdown of the backbone 
of peasant economy. 

The peasants began expressing their anger. During 
1893-94, thousands participated in demonstrations and 
rallies for several days, particularly in Kamrup and Darrang 
Districts. At the same time, the peasants of Patharughat and 
neighbouring areas under Sipajhar tahsil of Darrang district 
united under the banner of Raijmel (Peoples’ assembly) to 
challenge the enhancement of tax.

The news about holding of regular mels at Patharughat 
invited the attention of JD Anderson, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Darrang District. To prevent such a 
meeting, Anderson took District Superintendent of Police JR 
Berington and his force to Patharughat on 27 January 1894. 

  The next morning, Anderson sent Berington and his 
men with the tahsildar for attaching the property of a ryot 
who had been served a notice to pay tax. Berington returned 
in an hour and reported that he was accosted by some 
aggrieved peasants  while doing his job, and that he fired his 
revolver into the ground to keep them from coming close.

Shortly afterwards, a large number of ryots approached 
the rest-house where Anderson was camping. As they were 

unarmed, he met them in an open space within the rest-
house complex and read out the orders of the government. 
He also told them holding mels was illegal and punishable. 
But the ryots refused to move unless their demands were 
met. Thereupon, Berington had pushed them to an open 
field nearby where a huge crowd was waiting. The crowd 
started hurling sticks, bamboos and clods of earth at the 
sepoys. Under orders of the DC, Berington and his men fired 
continuously on the assembled ryots. 

The official reports said 15 persons died and 37 were 
wounded, but the actual figures were much higher. As 
narrated in the Dolipuran, a ballad composed on the basis 
of folk memory to commemorate the Patharughat uprising, 
“Sat kuri raij mori thakil dat chelei pori” (140 peasants died 
in the revolt). 

	 The   peasants of Patharughat were the makers of 
their own rebellion. They proved that they were conscious 
of the reality and capable of challenging the government.  
The age long village harmony of Assam   facilitated the rise 
of a class of peasants that emerged as a potential threat 
to colonial government. Hence the collective action of the 
peasants of Assam was as significant as other peasant 
struggles of colonial India.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a 
commemorative postage stamp remembering the 
bravehearts of Patharughat rebellion, honouring their 
heroic acts that played a key role in India’s freedom struggle. 
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iFk#?kkV dk fdlku foæksg&1894
1894 dk iFk#?kkV foæksg] Hkkjrh; jk"Vªokn ds bfrgkl dh 

lcls egRoiw.kZ ?kVukvksa esa ls ,d gSA ;g] Hkwfe dj esa o`f) ds 
f[kykQ fdlkuksa ds }kjk fd;k x;k foæksg FkkA

19oha lnh ds var rd] fczfV'k ljdkj vle esa ckxku 
vFkZO;oLFkk LFkkfir djus esa dkQh gn rd lQy gks pqdh FkhA 
vaxzstksa }kjk ,d ,slh dj uhfr rS;kj dh xbZ] ftldk edln 
;g Fkk fd lkoZtfud jktLo vtZu ds lzksr Hkh c<+sa vkSj lkFk gh 
fdlkuksa ij dj dk cks> bruk c<+ tk, fd os] viuk ikjaifjd 
O;olk; NksM+dj Jfed cktkj esa 'kkfey gksus ds fy, etcwj gks 
tk,aA 1826 ls 1893 ds chp] Hkwfe jktLo njksa esa dbZ ckj o`f) ls 
—"kd vFkZO;oLFkk pjejk xbZA bl çdkj] vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu ds 
nkSjku gq, lkekftd&vkfFkZd ifjorZuksa us —"kd vFkZO;oLFkk dh jh<+ 
rksM+ dj j[k nhA

fdlkuksa us viuk jks"k O;ä djuk 'kq: fd;kA 1893&94 ds 
nkSjku gtkjksa fdlkuksa us dbZ fnuksa rd] fo'ks"kdj dke:i vkSj njax 
ftyksa esa] çn'kZuksa vkSj jSfy;ksa esa Hkkx fy;kA mlh le;] njax ftys 
ds flik>kj rglhy ds varxZr iFk#?kkV vkSj vkl&ikl ds bykdksa 
ds fdlkuksa us jkbtesy ¼yksxksa dh lHkk½ ds cSuj rys ,dtqV gksdj 
dj esa o`f) dks pqukSrh nhA

iFk#?kkV esa fu;fer lHkkvksa dh [kcj us njax ftys ds fMIVh 
dfe'uj ts- Mh- ,aMjlu dk /;ku vkdf"kZr fd;kA ,slh lHkkvksa dks 
jksdus ds fy, ,aMjlu] ftyk iqfyl v/kh{kd ts- vkj- csfjaxVu vkSj 
muds cy ds lkFk 27 tuojh 1894 dks iFk#?kkV igqapkA

vxyh lqcg] ,aMjlu us csfjaxVu vkSj muds flikfg;ksa dks 
rglhynkj ds lkFk ,d jS;r] ftls dj pqdkus dk uksfVl fn;k tk 
pqdk Fkk] dh laifÙk dqdZ djus ds fy, HkstkA ,d gh ?kaVs esa csfjaxVu 
us okil ykSVdj lwfpr fd;k fd tc og vius flikfg;ksa ds lkFk 
ogka igqapk] rks dqN ihfM+r fdlkuksa us mUgsa ?ksj fy;k] ftlds pyrs 
bu fdlkuksa dks jksdus ds fy, mUgsa viuh fjo‚Yoj ls tehu ij 
xksyh pykuh iM+hA

rRi'pkr] cM+h la[;k esa fdlku ,dtqV gksdj ml jsLVgkml 
igqap x,] tgka ,aMjlu Bgjs gq, FkkA fdlku fugRFks FksA ;g ns[kdj 
,aMjlu us jsLVgkml ds ifjlj esa mu yksxksa ls eqykdkr dh vkSj 

mUgsa ljdkj dk vkns'k i<+ dj lquk;kA mUgksaus fdlkuksa dks crk;k 
fd lHkk,a vk;ksftr djuk voS/k vkSj naMuh; gSA ysfdu fdlkuksa us 
viuh ekaxsa iwjh u gksus rd ihNs gVus ls budkj dj fn;kA blds 
ckn] csfjaxVu us flikfg;ksa dh enn ls fdlkuksa ds lewg dks ikl 
ds ,d [kqys eSnku esa [knsM+ fn;kA ogka igys ls gh Hkkjh HkhM+ ekStwn 
FkhA HkhM+ us flikfg;ksa ij ykBh] ckal vkSj feêh ds <sys Qsaduk 
'kq: dj fn;kA fMIVh dfe'uj ds vkns'k ij] csfjaxVu vkSj mlds 
vknfe;ksa us ogka ,df=r jS;rksa ij xksfy;ka cjlk nhA

ljdkjh fjiksVksaZ ds vuqlkj bl gknls esa 15 yksx ekjs x, 
vkSj 37 ?kk;y gq,] ysfdu okLrfod la[;k blls dgha vf/kd 
FkhA iFk#?kkV foæksg ij yksd Le`fr ds vk/kkj ij jfpr dFkkxhr] 
n~fyiqjk.k esa of.kZr gS] **lkr dqjh jkbt efj Fkkfdy ?kr psykb ifj^^ 
¼fonzksg esa 140 fdlku ekjs x,A½

iFk#?kkV dk foæksg fdlkuksa dk viuk vkanksyu FkkA mUgksaus 
;g fl) dj fn;k fd os okLrfodrk ds çfr lpsr ,oa ljdkj 
dks pqukSrh nsus esa l{ke FksA vle ds xkaoksa ,oa muds yksxksa ds chp 
yacs le; ls pyh vk jgh ,dtqVrk dh Hkkouk us fdlkuksa ds ,d 
,sls oxZ dks tUe fn;k] tks vkSifuosf'kd ljdkj ds fy, laHkkfor 
[krjk cudj mHkjkA vr% vle ds fdlkuksa dk lkewfgd la?k"kZ] 
vkSifuosf'kd Hkkjr ds vU; —"kd la?k"kksaZ ds leku gh egRoiw.kZ FkkA 

Mkd foHkkx] vius lkgfld dkjukeksa ls Hkkjr ds Lora=rk 
laxzke esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkus okys iFk#?kkV foæksg ds tkacktksa 
ds lEeku esa Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xoZ dk vuqHko 
djrk gSA 
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